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Lepton, 

July,  1938 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  tho 

Whitley  Upp0r  Urban  District  Council. 


Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

I  bog  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  yoar  ending  31st. 

Docomber  1937* 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  2,053  acres 

Population  Conors  1921,  851:  1931,  944:  1937  Reg .General  805. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1921,  I83 s  1931,  225:  1937,  231: 

Number  of  families  1921,  191:  19373 

Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  respectively : - 

£  3,080  and  £  11. 12. lid. 

Tho  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  chiefly  coal -mining  and  farming  f or 
the  men  and  work  in  cotton  and  woollen  yarn  spinning  mills  and  firework 
manufactories  for  women  and  girls,  and  a  good  deal  of  homework  is  done  by 
the  women  making  cases  for  fireworks.  There  has  been  little  unemployment 
during  the  yoar. 
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Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  ago: 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  "  "  " 
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Corrected  Rate  13.8 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Deaths  from  Cancor 
Deaths  from  Measles 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 
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The  deaths  registered  in  the  district  were  9  and  there  was  one 
outward  transfer  and  one  inward  transfer  making  the  net  number  9,  which 
'  gives  a  corrected  death  rate  of  13.8  compared  with  England  and  Wales  12.4. 
The  birth  rate  is  12.4  calculated  on  9  births,  compared  with  England  and 
Wales  14.9.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  111  compared  with  England 
and  'Wales  58. 

These  rates  are  not  of  much  value  being  calculated  on  such  small 
numbers , 

There  was  one  death  from  Cancer  and  ono  from  Diabetes,  four  from 
heart  and  arterial  disease  and  three  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms). 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  n.Tait,  M.B.  Part  time. 

Sanitary  Inspector  Harry  Whitehead,  Part  time. 

Laboratory  Facilities  -  The  W.R.C.C. Laboratory  at  Wakefield. 

Ambulance  Facilities  -  Infectious  Diseases,  Motor  .ambulance  at  Isolation 

Hospital,  Kirkburton. 

General  &  Accident,  Motor  ambulance  at  Kirkburton 

subsidized  by  the  Local  authority.  The  ambulance 
service  is  quite  satisfactory. 

Nursing  in  tho  Home  -  There  are  no  arrangements  for  this. 

Treatment  at  Centres  and  Clinics: 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  under  W.R.C.C. 

held  weekly  at  ashfield.  Lepton, 
antinatal  Clinics  at  Huddersfield  Maternity  Hospital 
and  Wakefield  Maternity  Hospital. 

V  .D . Clinic  held  at  Huddersfield  Infirmary. 

Hospitals  -  Huddersfield  Royal  infirmary  far  General 
and  Children  and  will  also  admit  abnormal  midwifery 
cases . 

Tubercolosis  -  Various  Sanatoria  provided  or  subsidized  by  th©  W.R.C.C. 

Fever  -  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Kirkburton  (31  beds  and  cots)  provided 

by  10  Urban  Districts. 

Small  Pox  Joint  Hospital  at  Kirkburton  for  10  Urban  Districts  and 

arrangement  with  Huddersfield  Borough  to  deal  with 
any  cases  if  requested  to  do  so  by  the  Hospital 
Committee . 

Puerperal  Fever  -  The  County  Hospital  (White  Rose),  Park  Lane,  Wakefield. 


SCHOOLS  There  is  one  element  ary  school  in  the  district  which  is  in  good  sanitary 
condition  with  satisfactory  water  supply.  The  Headmaster  supplies  the 
M.O.H.  with  information  as  to  suspicious  cases  of  infectious  disoase  and 
contacts, 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Water  -  There  is  a  good  supply  of  water  from  Dunford  Bridge  distributed  by 
the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Joint  Water  Board  to  practically  all' 
the  district.  It  is  laid  on  to  the  houses.  There  has  been  no 
restriction  of  supply  and  there  have  been  no  cases  of  load  poison¬ 
ing  or  illness  attributable  to  the  water  supply.  The  few  scattered 
houses  without  the  public  supply  havo  a  good  supply  of  woll  water. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  -  The  drainage  at  Wood  Nook  is  defective  and  soveral 
outlying  hamlets  require  attention  to  cesspools  and  land  disp 
The  outfall  works  at  Clough  Gate  are  defective  and  inadequate. 
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Closet  accommodation  -  Thoro  aro  still  39  open  middens  and  9^  covered 
middens,  both  of  which  aro  a  danger  to  health.  0nG  additional 
W.C.  has  boon  constructed  making  a  total  of  8 0  W.C's. 

Scavenging  -  The  scavenging  has  been  done  at  a  cost  of  £73,  and  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  it  has  boon  done  efficiently. 

Shops  -  The  one  shop,  a  Co-operative  storos,  in  the  district,  is  in  a 
satisfactory  condition. 

Smoke  abatement  -  There  is  no  nuisance  from  smoke  in  the  district. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  -  There  are  none. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  -  There  aro  no  infested  houses. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  -  Year  ending  31st.  December  1937. 

To  tho  Medical  Officer, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  append  herewith  my  Report  on  my  inspection  of  the  district  for  tho 

above  year. 

Scavenging ♦  The  whole  of  this  work  is  now  being  done  by  one  Contractor,  which 
in  my  opinion  ensures  the  work  being  done  more  efficiently  than  formerly 
was  the  case . 

There  are  yet  two  instances  where  better  accoss  for  cleansing 
purposes  aro  required,  namely  Clough  Gate  and  Blue  Slate  Row. 

Drainage .  The  drainage  system  in  the  district  is  fairly  good,  with  tho 
exception  of  Wood  Nook  and  a  few  outlying  portions  of  the  district. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  The  three  Sewage  Disposal  Works  in  tho  district  do  not 
effectively  or  efficiently  deal  with  the  sewage  in  the  District,  and  bad 
reports  of  samples  taken  of  tho  effluent  from  these  works  are  continuously 
being  sent  to  me  by  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board.  Consequently  this 
entails  more  supervision  and  attention  to  the  Plants,  The  Plant  at 
Clough  Gate  will  bo  more  seriously  affected  when  the  sewage  from  tho  14 
new  houses  in  Briostfiold  Road  are  connected  thereto. 

Meat  Inspections.  Twenty  one  visits  wore  paid  to  tho  Slaughter  House  in  tho 

district,  where  clean  conditions  obtained.  No  unsound  moat  was  found. 

The  number  of  pigs  killed  during  the  year  by  smallholders  was  threo . 

Infectious  Diseases.  There  was  no  case  of  Infectious  Disease  to  report  during 
the  year. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  During  the  year  I  have  made  periodical  visits  to  the 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  district,  on  three  occasions  with  tho  County 
Veteriniary  Officer. 

Adverse  reports  from  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  have 
been  received  in  regard  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  Cows  and  Cowsheds,  and 
strong  warnings  have  been  sent  to  the  owners  concerned  by  tho  Clerk  to 
the  Council  on  two  occasions.  As  a  result  of  these  warnings  a  vast 
improvement  has  been  effected. 

Housing .  During  the  year  I  have  made  inspections  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  tb^ 
district,  but  in  most  instances  where  notices  to  owners  to  repair  under 
Section  17  have  been  issued  these  have  not  been  complied  with. 

The  fourteen  houses  which  are  being  erected  on  tho  Briestfield  Road 
site  are  nearing  completion,  and  together  with  the  proposed  10  A2 .  Type 
on  the  Canary  Hall  Site,  will  complete  our  present  Housing  Programme. 

Yours  obediently, 

3.  (Signod)  H. Whitehead,  San. Inspector . 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS . 


Table  D. 


TSspsction  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  -  There  are  29  Cowsheds  in  the  district  and  17  purveyors  of  milk 

registered,  including  one  licenced  for  ’accredited’  milk  produced 
and  bottled  at  Low  Farm,  Denby  Grange.  As  a  result  of  examination 
of  milk  by  the  W .R.C .C .Veterinary  Officer  and  inspections  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  6  cows  have  been  slaughtered  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Tubercolosis  Order. 

In  a  number  of  cases  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  cows  and 
premises  have  been  anything  but  satisfactory,  and  repeated  visits 
by  your  Sanitary  inspector  and  myself  have  been  made  to  certain 
farms  to  try, not  very  effectively,  to  remedy  this. 

Meat  -  The  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  has  been  regularly  inspected 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  found  in  satisfactory  condition,  and 
no  unsound  meat  has  been  found. 

There  has  been  no  other  inspection  or  sampling  of  other  foods. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Tho  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  Infectious  Disease, 

Four  cases  of  Pneumonia  being  the  only  ones  notified.  Influenza  was 
prevalent  during  January  and  February. 

17  children  were  immunized  against  diphtheria  at  the  Ivhitley  Upper 
Council  School.  I  am  disappointed  that  more  parents  do  not  take  advantage 
of  this  protection  against  a  very  serious  disease  which  can  be  obtained 
at  no  risk  or  discomfort  to  the  children  and  at  no  cost  to  the  parents. 

Last  year  47  children  wore  immunized. 

Cases  of  measles,  whooping  cough  and  pneumonia  can  bo  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital  on  request  if  they  cannot  be  efficiently  nursod 
at  home . 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  tubercolosis  notified  during  the  yoar. 

Yours  obediently, 

(Signed)  A.Tait. 
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